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Source: Minneapolis Newspaper Photograph Collection, 
Hennepin County Library. 

 



2 

 

It is difficult, perhaps even irresponsible, for a writer of a biographical 
sketch of a lawyer or judge to point to one event or person or book or 
something else that may have changed that person’s life.  With those 
cautionary signals in mind, the professional lives of Henry Deutsch may 
have been forever changed by his work with Frank M. Nye in the trial and 
appeal of the conviction of “Doc” Ames in 1903.  
 

Deutsch began practicing law in Minneapolis after his admission to the bar 
in 1895.  In 1897 he began sharing offices with Frank Nye, who had just 
finished a term as Hennepin County Attorney. In 1900 the Nye & Deutsch 
firm was formed; it lasted until 1908 when Nye was elected to Congress.1  
 
Deutsch lived and practiced law during the notoriously corrupt reign of 
Mayor “Doc” Ames, which culminated in three trials in 1903-1904. In the 
first, Ames, who was represented by Nye & Deutsch and Erwin & Mead, 
was convicted of accepting a bribe.2  Deutsch most certainly assisted Nye 
in the trial as well as the subsequent appeal, which was successful.3 He 
seems to have had a visceral reaction to the Ames case. Thereafter he 
concentrated his practice in commercial law, not criminal defense, and 

                                                           
1
 The Minneapolis City Directory lists Deutsch as a sole practitioner in its 1897, 1898 and 1899 
editions.  Not by coincidence Frank Nye occupied the same office suite in each of these years: 
suite 826 Guaranty Building in 1897; suite 421 Guaranty Building in 1898, and suite 629 in the 
Guaranty Building in 1899. Obviously theirs was an office sharing arrangement.  
       In 1900 the firm of “Nye & Deutsch” was formed with offices at suite 629 Guaranty 
Building in Minneapolis. It was dissolved in 1908 when Nye was elected to Congress. Deutsch 
thereupon formed a new firm, Deutsch, Allen & Breding, with offices in the Palace Building. 
      According to his biography in Hiram Stevens’s 2 History of the Bench and Bar of Minnesota 
136-137 (1904), “In 1897 Mr. Deutsch became associated with Hon. Frank M. Nye, under the 
firm name of Nye & Deutsch, with offices in the New York Life building.” This is inaccurate.   
      His profile in Henry Castle’s 3 History of Minnesota 1317 (1915) states “In 1907 he 
became associated with in practice with Hon. Frank M. Nye, and soon a partnership was 
formed under the name of Nye & Deutsch.  In 1908 this alliance was dissolved, owing to the 
fact that Mr. Nye had been elected a member of United States Congress.” This too is 
inaccurate.   What is surprising about these inaccurate sketches is that Deutsch wrote them.     
2 For a famous “muckraking” article on the Ames years see Lincoln Steffens, “The Shame of 
Minneapolis, The Ruin and Redemption of a City that was Sold Out.” (MLHP, 2011) (first 
published 1903). 
   Erik Rivenes, Dirty Doc Ames and the Scandal that Shook Minneapolis (Minnesota Historical 
Society Press, 2018), is a lengthy history of the Ames reign (reviewed by Elena Neuzil (MLHP, 
2018)).  It is woefully deficient in its accounts of Ames’s three trials. 
3 State v. Albert A. Ames, 91 Minn. 365, 98 N.W. 190 (1904).  It is posted in the Appendix, at 
24-40. The two trials that followed ended in hung juries. See St. Paul Globe, May 15, 1904, at 
1, and Minneapolis Tribune, October 22, 1904, at 1. 
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he became a life-long reformer both in law and municipal affairs, ever 
ready to serve the cause of civic betterment.  
 
Deutsch subscribed to books of biographies published in 1904, 1907, 1908 
and 1915. In each a short portrait was included, written or approved by 
him.4  Thus they are short autobiographies, presenting him as he wished 
to be known at the time of publication.  Unfortunately his most important 
contributions to bankruptcy law and to the city of Minneapolis occurred 
after the last profile was published in 1915.  
 
Henry Deutsch died on January 9, 1928, at age 53.  His death was 
reported on the first page of the Minneapolis Evening Journal, that day: 
 
                                      HENRY DEUTSCH 

LEADING LAWYER, 
      DROPS DEAD HERE 

 
Civic Leader Had Practiced  

Profession 32 Years in  
Minneapolis 

 
End Comes After  
Slight Indisposition 

 
Former School Board Member  
Was Active in Masonry and  

Christian Science 
 
Henry Deutsch, prominent Minneapolis attorney, civic leader 
and outstanding figure in national legal causes, dropped dead 
at his home today. He had complained of a slight indisposition 
over the weekend. He was 53 years of age 
 
Sudden death cut short at career which began 32 years ago 
when Mr. Deutsch was admitted to the Minnesota bar. He has 

                                                           
4
 It was not customary for the subjects of these sketches to cite a court victory, and so it is 
not unusual that Deutsch did not mention the Supreme Court’s decision in the Ames case but 
it is odd that he dated 1907 as the beginning of his partnership with Frank Nye whereas it 
really began in 1900.  See note 1. 
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practiced law in Minneapolis continuously since that day. At 
the time of his death he was senior partner of the law firm of 
Deutsch, Loeffler and Amick 
 
In his years of activity Mr. Deutsch served as chairman of 
important committees of the American Bar Association, was a 
member of the Minneapolis school board, was president of the 
Commercial Law League of America, president of the 
Minneapolis Professional Men’s Club and was a leader in the 
Masonic and Christian Science organizations. At the time of his 
death Mr. Deutsch was president of the Association of 
Professional Men’s Clubs of the United States. 

 
Belonged to Pioneer Family 

 
He has lived in Minneapolis all his life. He was a descendent of 
a pioneer Minneapolis family. His father was Jacob Deutsch. 
He was born here August 28, 1874, and received his early 
education in the public schools and at Central high school. 
 
From the University of Minnesota he received a degree of 
Bachelor of Laws in 1894 and a year later he completed a post 
graduate course at Yale University which made him master of 
laws with the distinction of magna cum laude. He was 
admitted to the  Minnesota bar in October, 1995. 

 
Waged War on Frauds 

 
Early in his career he formed a partnership with Albert J. 

Smith, former county attorney of Hennepin County. In 1907 he 

became associated with Frank M Nye, a partnership which was 

dissolved a year later, when Mr. Nye was elected to congress. 

Shortly after he became allied with Edward P. Allen and 

Alfred M. Breding. In 1912 he began conducting an individual 

law practice 

 

Mr. Deutsch was actively connected with the Hennepin County 

Bar Association, the Minnesota State Bar Association and the 
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American Bar Association. In 1923 he was appointed chairman 

of the American Bar Association committee on bankruptcy and 

for some time waged a warfare on bankruptcy fraud practices, 

condemning flagrant frauds in commercial law. His committee 

drew up a special report on bankruptcy which summarized 

abuses and proposed legal reforms. 

 

In 1910 Mr. Deutsch was elected president of the Commercial 

Law League of America, an organization of the leading com-

mercial lawyers in the United States and Canada.  

 

Prominent in Public Affairs. 

 

In Minneapolis civic affairs and organizations Mr. Deutsch has 

been exceedingly active. He was chairman of the public 

entertainment and convention committee of the old 

Minneapolis Commercial Club and was a member of the board 

of directors and second vice president in 1905. He was 

chairman of the entertainment committee of the club when it 

gave a reception to Theodore Roosevelt, then president of the 

United States. He was a member of the Minneapolis executive 

committee in charge of the national encampment of the 

Grand Army of the Republic here in 1906. 

 

He served as a member of the board of education in the years 

between 1916 and 1919 and also served as a member of the 

board of trustees of the Minneapolis Public Library.  

 

After serving as president of the Minneapolis Professional 

Men’s Club, he was elected last September as the new head of 

the Association of Professional Men’s Clubs. 
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Formerly Church 

 

Mr. Deutsch was a member of the Church of Christ, Scientist 

and was at one time a reader and lecturer in the church here. 

He served on the legal board which settled a national church 

policy at one time. 

 

He was prominent in Masonic activities, was a member of the 

Shrine, a past master of Hennepin Lodge, and a past master of 

Rose Croix of Scottish Rite Masons. He was a member of the 

Athletic Club and Automobile Club.5 

 

From the Minneapolis Morning Tribune, January 10, 1928: 

 
HENRY DEUTSCH 
PROMINENT AS 
LAWYER, DIES 

 
Former Member of Board of Education  

Succumbs to Brief Illness 
 

Was Active in Church and 
Fraternal Work in Minneapolis 

 
Henry Deutsch, senior member of the law firm of Deutsch 

Loeffler & Amick, died suddenly at his home 3420 Bryant 

avenue south Monday. He was 54 years old. 

 

Mr. Deutsch was at one time a member of the board of 

education and had a national reputation as a lawyer. Several 

years ago he was a member of the committee that settled the 

controversy between the Mother  Church of Christ, Scientist 

and the Publications society over the disposition of the estate 

of the late Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy 

                                                           
5 Names of survivors omitted. 
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Born in Minneapolis in 1874, Mr. Deutsch received most of his 

education here. He attended Central high school and the 

University of Minnesota. His law degree was conferred by Yale 

University, and at the age of 21, he was admitted to the bar. 

His parents were pioneer settlers.  

 

While he was a member of the school board, to which he was 

elected in 1915 and served to 1919, he inaugurated many 

reforms, and was active in procuring better accommodations, 

more playgrounds, and a betterment generally for children. 

 

During the war he was a member of the draft board for a 

time, but resigned on October 14, 1917, because he could not 

agree with other members all of the board on the methods of 

carrying out the work.  

 

Mr. Deutsch had many fraternal affiliations. He was a thirty-

third degree Mason, member the Hennepin Lodge of which he 

was a past grand master; he was a charter member of the 

University lodge of Masonic order; past master of Rose Croix; a 

Shriner and Scottish Rite Mason; president of the National 

Association of Professional Men’s Clubs; charter members of 

the Minneapolis Athletic Club; member of the Calhoun Beach 

Club, the Elks, and the Automobile Club. He also was a 

member of the American Bar Association, and of the 

Minneapolis and Hennepin County Bar Associations. He held a 

membership in the Second Church of Christ, Scientist of which 

he was a former first reader.6 

 

 
 
 

                                                           
6 List of survivors omitted. 
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Editorial in the Minneapolis Morning Tribune, January 10, 1928: 
 

Henry Deutsch. 
 

      There are two really suggested reasons why the sudden 

death of Mr. Henry Deutsch shocks the thousands of 

Minneapolis residents who knew him well and were known by 

him. The reason of less importance is that Mr. Deutsch had 

the physical appearance of a man with the promise of many 

more years of active and achieving life. The greater reason is 

that Mr. Deutsch was a citizen devoted to and valuable to the 

community in which he was born and spent most of his 54 

years. 

       Mr. Deutsch was a man of unusual charm of personality. 

His normal mood was one of smiling geniality. He had an 

eloquently friendly hand clasp. He could be serious or jovial as 

a occasion called for, and in either case there was no forcing 

of the mood, no affectation. To have his friendship, and 

everybody seemed to have it, was a privilege; to be in 

personal contact with him was to feel that you were in the 

presence of a sincere man, a sympathetic spirit, an interested 

friend, a loyal neighbor and a good citizen. All of these, Mr. 

Deutsch was, and the fact was even better attested by what 

he was and did than what he said or appeared. 

      In a very real and intimate way, Mr. Deutsch “grew up” 

with Minneapolis. He was born here in 1874 when the 

population was around 25,000. He was reared here and 

acquired much of his education here. In all his manhood years 

he took an active interest in the public and civic affairs of the 

city. He had ideas of his own, and the courage and force to 

visualize them, but he was tolerant and receptive of the view 

of others. 

       As a member of the board of education Mr. Deutsch made 

clear his conception of what he thought the school should be, 

and how the administrative and teaching corps should be 
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characterized in order that they might influence for the best 

the boys and girls of school age. He wished that education 

might concern itself with character, spirit and moral sense 

equally with mind, discipline and development. In this his 

position was not at all novel, but his enthusiasm for the idea 

was unusual. He wished for all the children that they might 

have and maintain throughout life the happy outlook which he 

himself seemed to have.        

      Mr. Deutsch’s active interests were manifold. They 

embraced all phases of community progress, the church of 

which he was a conspicuous and devoted member, cultural 

affairs, the agencies designed to promote enjoyable social 

comradeship, and matters of special interest to the legal 

profession, of which he was a widely known and much 

esteemed representative. The death of Mr. Deutsch leaves a 

breach in our common life that will not readily be filled. 

 
Editorial in the Minneapolis Star, January 10, 1928: 

 
HENRY DEUTSCH 

 

      Henry Deutsch, who died Monday, was one of those 

necessary citizens that Minneapolis can ill afford to lose. The 

community is definitely the poorer for his passing. But this 

community is also definitely the richer for his having lived and 

worked here all his life.  

       Here was a man who recognized his obligations to society 

at every turn in his career. He contributed liberally of this 

time and energy for the advancement of the welfare of his 

fellow beings. In his mind, the good of society always came 

ahead of the personal needs and desires of Henry Deutsch.  

      This phase of his character was splendidly exemplified in 

his work for the betterment of the public schools, and his 

tireless campaign to stamp out fraudulent commercial 
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practices, and in any his leadership in religious and civic 

organizations.  

      When any man lives more than half a century in one city 

and leaves behind a record of such continuous effort in behalf 

of the common weal as Henry Deutsch has left, that City is 

bound to miss him, and sorely. Many men talk glibly of 

service. Henry Deutsch served. 7 

 

The editors of the Journal of the Referees in Bankruptcy took note of 

Deutsch’s death: 

 

The sudden death of Henry Deutsch, of Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, was a distinct shock to his many friends throughout 

the United States especially as he had the physical 

appearance of a man with the promise of many years of active 

life. He died in Minneapolis January 9, 1928 at the age of 54.  
 

Born in Minneapolis in 1874, Mr. Deutsch received his early 

education there in the public schools and the University of 

Minnesota and a law degree was conferred by Yale University 

at the age of twenty-one. His parents were pioneer settlers.  
 

Mr. Deutsch took an active part in the affairs of Minneapolis 

and for four years was a member of the board of education 

and was active in procuring better accommodations, more 

playgrounds and a betterment generally for the children. 

During the war he was a member of the draft board for a 

time. He was a 33rd degree Mason, president of the National 

Association of Business and Professional Men’s Clubs and 

active in other organizations. Mr. Deutsch was engaged in the 

general practice of law and at the time of his death was a 

member of the law firm of Deutsch, Loeffler and Amick.  
 

                                                           
7 The evening Star reported Deutsch’s death on page 2 of this edition (”Henry Deutsch 
Services Wait Son’s Arrival”). 
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Several years ago he was a member of the committee that 

settled the controversy between the Mother Church of Christ, 

Scientist, and the Publications society over the disposition of 

the estate of Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy. 

 

Mr. Deutsch took an active part in the work of the American 

Bar Association and served as the first chairman of the Special 

Committee on Bankruptcy Practice appointed by that 

organization. The report of that committee was made at the 

Philadelphia convention in 1924. He acted as chairman of the 

conference of his committee, together with like committees 

from the Commercial Law League of America and the National 

Association of Credit Men, with the Federal Judiciary Council 

which met in Philadelphia January 15, 1924. He was president 

of the Commercial League of America for one year and ever 

active in its affairs and took a prominent part in the work of 

the Minnesota State Bar Association.  
 

In speaking of Mr. Deutsch, the Minneapolis Tribune said 

editorially:  
 

“Mr. Deutsch was a man of unusual charm of personality. His 

normal mood was one of smiling geniality. He had an 

eloquently friendly hand clasp. He could be serious or jovial as 

the occasion called for, and in either case there was no 

forcing of the mood, no affectation. To have his friendship, 

and everybody seemed to have it, was a privilege; to be in 

personal contact with him was to feel that you were in the 

presence of a sincere man, a sympathetic spirit, and an 

interest in friend, a loyal neighbor and a good citizen. All of 

these, Mr. Deutsch was, and the fact was even better attested 

by what he was and did than by what he said or appeared. 
 

“Mr. Deutsch’s active interests were manifold. They embraced 

all phases of community progress, the church of which he was 

a conspicuous and devoted member, cultural affairs, the 
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agencies designed to promote enjoyable social comradeship, 

and matters of special interest to the legal profession, of 

which he was a widely known and much esteemed 

representative.” 8 

 

<>==<>==<> 
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8 2 Journal of the National Association of  Referees in Bankruptcy 136 (June 1928). 
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Hiram F. Stevens, ed., 2 History of the  
Bench and Bar of Minnesota (1904). 

 

Henry Deutsch, of the Minneapolis bar, is a native Minnesotan, 

having been born in Minneapolis August 28, 1874. His parents 

are Jacob and Malchen A. (Valfer) Deutsch. 

Mr. Deutsch was educated in the grade and high schools of his 

native city. He was graduated from the law department of the 

University of Minnesota in 1894, and also took a post-graduate 

course at Yale university law school, and was admitted to the 

Hennepin county bar in October, 1895. Mr. Deutsch appears in 

all state and United States courts, in both civil and criminal 

cases, and is regarded as an energetic, bright young lawyer 

and a good pleader. He is a member of several fraternal 

organizations, among which may be mentioned Hennepin 

Lodge, No. 4, A. F. & A. M.; the Scottish Rite bodies; Zuhrah 

Temple, A. A. O. N. M. S.; also the B. P. O. E., No. 44; 

Maccabees, Royal Arcanum, and Woodmen of the World. He is 

also prominently connected with the Commercial club as one 

of its directors and as chairman of the committee on 

conventions and public entertainments. 

In 1897 Mr. Deutsch became associated with Hon. Frank M. 

Nye, under the firm name of Nye & Deutsch, with offices in 

the New York Life building. He is a member of the Hebrew 

Reformed church of Minneapolis, and in politics he affiliates 

with the republican party. May 2, 1898, Mr. Deutsch was 

married to Miss Grace A. Levi, of Philadelphia, to whom a son, 

Clarence S., has been born.9 

 

 

                                                           
9
 Hiram F. Stevens, editor, 2  History of the Bench and Bar of Minnesota 136-137 (1904).  
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  Little Sketches of Big Folks (1907) 

DEUTSCH, HENRY. Minneapolis. Res. 2705 Fremont Av. S. 

office 315 NY Life bldg.  Lawyer. Born Aug 28, 1874; son of 

Jacob and Malchen Amelia (Valfer) Deutsch.  Attended public  

and high schools in Minneapolis. Graduated from U of  M law 

dept LL.B. 1891’ Yale law dept LL.M. 1895. Has engaged in 

practice since and is member of the firm of Nye & Deutsch. 

Was delegate to the Universal Congress of Lawyer and Jurists 

St. Louis 1904. Member and v pres of Commercial Club; 

Commercial Law League and National Fraternal  Congress. 

 

 

Albert Marquis, ed., 
The Book of Minnesotans(1907). 

 
DEUTSCH, HENRY, lawyer; born at Minneapolis, Aug. 28, 1874; 
son of Jacob and Malchen Amelia (Valfer) Deutsch’ graduate 
Law College, University of Minnesota, degree of LL.B., 1894; 
Law College, Yale University, degree of LL.M., magna cum 
laude, 1895. Was admitted to Minnesota bar, 1895. Re-
publican. Christian Scientist. Delegate to the Universal 
Congress of Lawyers and Jurists, St. Louis, 1904; 3d vice 
president Commercial Law League of America; member 
American and Minnesota Bar associations.  Mason (32), K. C. C. 
H., Scottish Rite Bodies, Shriner; member B. P. O. E., Royal 
Arcanum, W. O. W., Maccabees. Married at Philadelphia, 
1898, to Miss Grace A. Levi. Club: Commercial (director), 
Office: New York Life Bldg. Residence 2705 Fremont Av., S. 
Minneapolis 
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4. Henry Hudson, ed., 
A Half-Century of Minneapolis (1908). 

 
DEUTSCH, Henry, was born in Minneapolis, August 28, 1874, 
son of Jacob and Malchen A. (Valfer) Deutsch. He received his 

early educational train-
ing in the public schools 
of Minneapolis, was 
graduated from the 
Central high school in 
1891; was graduated LL. 
B. from the law depart-
ment of the University 
of Minnesota in 1894-
'94; took Yale Uni-
versity's LL. M. (Magna 
cum Laude") in 1895, 
and was admitted to the 
bar October, 1895, 
when he was associated 
with Al J. Smith (now 
county attorney) as 
partner; in 1907 he 
became associated in 
active practice with 
Frank M. Nye and soon 
became his partner 

under the firm name of Nye & Deutsch. In 1908 Mr. Nye having 
been elected to congress, this partnership was dissolved and 
Mr. Deutsch with E. P. Allen and A. M. Breding formed the law 
firm of Deutsch, Allen & Breding. Mr. Deutsch is a member of 
the board of directors of the Minneapolis Commercial Club, of 
which he was second Vice president in 1905. He is a member 
of the American Bar Association, of the Commercial Law 
League of America (of which he is one of the vice presidents); 
of the Minnesota State Bar Association; and of the Hennepin 
County Bar Association. He is a member of the Six O'Clock 
Club and of the Garfield Club and is a prominent member of 
the Elks, the Maccabees and the Royal Arcanum. He is a Past 
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Master Hennepin Lodge No. 4, A. F. & A. M., has K. C. C. H. 
Degree, Scottish Rite bodies Masonic; and is Wise Master St. 
Vincent De Paul Chapter, Rose Croix No. 2; member of Zuhrah 
Temple Mystic Shrine and past president Minnesota Auxiliary 
Fraternal Congress. Mr. Deutsch is a member of the Second 
Church of Christ, Scientist, of Minneapolis. He was for two 
years chairman of the Public Entertainment and Convention 
Committee of the Minneapolis Commercial Club and was a 
member of the executive committee of the G. A. R. 
Encampment, in 1906. He was married May 2, 1898, to Miss 
Grace A. Levi and three children have been born to them, 
Clarence S. Maria Hope, and Henry Noel. 10 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
10  Henry Hudson, editor, “Courts and Lawyers of Minneapolis” in A Half Century of 
Minneapolis 140-150 (1908). The entire chapter is posted in the “Hennepin County” Category 
in the Archives of the MLHP. 
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3. Henry A. Castle, 3 History of Minnesota:  
Its Story and Biography (1915). 

 

Henry Deutsch. 
It has been given to Mr. Deutsch to gain distinctive prestige as 
one of the able members of the bar of his native city and 
state, and he controls our representative practice in 
Minneapolis, where he has his professional headquarters in 
Suite 805–810, Plymouth building. Further interest attaches to 
his career as a citizen and representative lawyer by reason of 
the fact that he is a scion of a well-known and esteemed 
pioneer family of Minnesota, and in this connection it should 
be noted that on other pages of this publication is given 
adequate review of the family history, in the sketch dedicated 
to his father, Jacob Deutsch. 
 
Henry Deutsch was born in Minneapolis on 28th of August, 
1874, and is a son of Jacob and  Malchen A. (Valfer) Deutsch. 
He gained his early educational training in the public schools 
of his native city, where he was graduated in the old Central 
High School, as a member of the class of 1891. The youth had 
in the meantime formulated definite plans for his future 
career, and in harmony with his predilection he entered the 
law department of the University of Minnesota, in which he 
completed his prescribed course and was graduated as a 
member of the class of 1894; he received from this institution 
the degree a Bachelor of Laws. Further technical honors of a 
similar order were his work to be his ere  the initiation of his 
professional career, for he completed, in 1895, a post–
graduate course in the law department of the historic old Yale 
University, which gave to him the degree of Master of Laws, 
magna cum laude.  
 
He was admitted to the Minnesota bar in October, 1895, 
shortly after attending his legal majority, and his professional 
novitiate of practical order was served in association with 
Hon. Stephen B. Howard, Minneapolis, who was at that time a 
member of the State Senate. Later he formed a partnership 
with Albert J. Smith, who afterward served as county attorney 
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of Hennepin County. Mr. Deutsch proved himself well fortified 
in his profession and in power of applying the same, so that he 
made rapid and substantial advancement and became known 
as one of the strong practitioners at the Minnesota bar. In 
1907 he became associated with Hon. Frank M. Nye, and soon 
a partnership was formed under the firm name of Nye &  
Deutsch. In 1908 this alliance was dissolved, owing to the fact 
that Mr. Nye had been elected a member of the United States 
Congress, and shortly afterward Mr. Deutsch became allied 
with Edward P. Allen and Alfred M. Breeding in forming the 
law firm of Deutsch, Allen & Breeding. Since 1912 Mr. Deutsch 
his conducted an individual law business, and the same is one 
of broad scope and importance, in commercial, probate, 
corporation and trial departments of legal work. 
 
Mr. Deutsch is actively identified with the American Bar 
Association, the Minnesota State Bar Association, the 
Hennepin County Bar Association, and the Minneapolis Bar 
Association. In 1910 he was president of the Commercial Law 
League of America, the representative organization of its kind 
in the United States and Canada and one that has on its 
membership rolls the leading commercial legists of two 
nations. 
 
A stalwart advocate of the principles of republican party, Mr. 
Deutsch has given effective service in behalf of the cause, 
though he has not been imbued with ambition for political 
office. He was formerly a most active factor in the work of 
the Minneapolis Commercial Club, of whose public 
entertainment and convention committee he was chairman for 
two years, besides having served as a member of its board of 
directors and a second vice president in 1905. He was 
chairman of the entertainment committee of this organization 
at the time when it gave a distinctive ovation to Colonel 
Theodore Roosevelt, who was then president of the United 
States. Mr. Deutsch was a member of the Minneapolis 
Executive Committee in charge of the national encampment 
of the Grand Army of the Republic held in the city in 1906. He 
is at the present time an active and valued member of the 
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Minneapolis Civic and Commercial Association and is serving as 
a member of the board of education of Minneapolis, besides 
which she was formally a member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Minneapolis Public Library. 
 
In the Masonic fraternity Mr. Deutsch has received the highest 
grade of the Scottish Rite, and he has been a most zealous  
and appreciative worker in the various Masonic bodies with 
which he is affiliated. He is past master of the Hennepin 
Lodge, No. 4, Free and Accepted Masons and  also past master 
of St. Vincent de Paul Chapter, No. 2,  Rose Croix, of the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, in which body he was elevated 
to the thirty-third and supreme degree, in the city of 
Washington in 1910. In his home city he holds membership in 
the adjunct Masonic organization, Zurah Temple of the 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and here 
also he is affiliated with the lodge of the Benevolent & 
Protective Order of the Elks.  
 
Mr. Deutsch and his wife are members of the Second Church of 
Christ, Scientist, in Minneapolis and he is president of the 
same at the time of this writing, in 1914. He was the first 
reader of this church for three years and for the past five 
years he has been Minnesota State Publication Committee of 
this religious denomination. He and his wife are popular in 
representative social activities of their home city, and their 
attractive residence is known for its hospitality. 
 
On the second day of May, 1898, was solemnized the marriage 
of Mr. Deutsch to Miss Grace A. Levi, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and they have three children: Clarence S., 
Maria N. Hope and Henry Noel.11 
 

                                                           
11 Cross reference to sketch of Jacob Deutsch omitted. 
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Henry Deutsch. 
Date of photograph: August 11, 1921 

Source: Minneapolis Newspaper Photograph Collection. 
Hennepin County Library. 
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Henry Deutsch  
Date of photograph: September 16, 1927. 

Source: Minneapolis Newspaper Photograph Collection, 
Hennepin County Library. 
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